| STARTLING DISCOVERY AT .
STARTLING DISCOVERY AT

UHILDS BODY FOUND IN A WOOD

—rry -

A YOUNG WOMAN ARBESTED.

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS,

The Woodbridge Petty Sessional Conrt was thronged
on Wednesday morning, in anﬁoipgstion that the most
aerious charge of wilful murder waa, as the result of the
disoovery of the body of a child in & wood at Qampzaz
Ashe, fo bo preforred againet & youcg woman named
Martha Hammond, whose parents residein that locality.
As & girlish figure of prepossessing pppearance, nontly,
but £ashionably dressed, stepped into the box ragerved
for her, and took a geat to await the hearizg, it _was
rother hard to believe that this was to be the gnbjsob
of anch n grave acousation, - The. prisoner, who was
desoribed se 23 years of nge, but lookel younger, bore
ho ordesl of & first appearance with remarkable
calmnesy ; indead, she hardly seemed to realisa her
position, whioh she might be expaoted (o feol the more
aoui hecanse ehe was without 1-gal adviser or other
gid, Mr, W. P, T. Phillips, who pregided .over & full
bench of m:?istr_ates. considerately directsd that the
acoused should be seated a3 soon a3 tha charge had been
read, and in taking the evidence the Magistrates® Clerk
(r. I, 3. W. Wood) was most careful that the prisoner
ghenld euffer no injustice from the lick of & solicitor
for the defence, . The object of the hoating on Wednas.
dny wos to obtain sufficient evidénod to-justify a remand
until the Coroner's inquiry had been completed, This
was oponed on _Tuesdsy by My, Walter Brookg at the
Buck's Hehd, Campses Ashe, and the maagisterial pro-
ceadings traversed @ portion of axantly the same
ground, Agcording to Mr, Gleorgo Mason, the- Master
9f,.t"tgxe Workhonsa at Wickbam Matket, the eirl; who
ig the
DAUGETER OF A RESPECTABLE FARM LABOURER
at Blazball, was, on July 8-d, admitted to the Wickham
Market Union, on o travsfer from the Workhonse of
St. Gteorge’s in the Buet; Londop. She bad heen
‘employed ae & general servant in Lendon, aud, being
near hor confinemont, had applied; for roliof to the 8t,
Goorge’s Guardiane, They granted it, but finding thet
oho was born in the Plomesgata Union, and
wae 'Schargembls” to it, “obtained an order for
her removal to that place. .Oa  Augnst- 1ith,
tho girl beoame the mother-of a fiue little boy, and on
September 11th sho aod the child were discharged from
the Houee, leaving it-at--ten minutes past olevon

it was woll.olad, and observed to Rammond that it wes
‘a dear litile creature. The olothes were part of a
parosl which were supplied to the girl by a frisnd,—

c'oiock., Mra, Mason (tho. wife of the Master) saw that |

Alios prvggog,hqpa?k_qepey tci Bi“,- Charles Garreit,
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Alice Hoeywood, kousekeoper to Mr, Charles Garreid,
was next called, with & viewing to identifying the body
fonnd in Campses Ashe Wood as the child of Hammond, |
Hoywood bad beon nn mmate of the Workhouse for
threo years, and loft on September 12th. She deposed
that sho saw Hammond while in the lying-in ward make
a little ealico bhand for the child’s waist, and sbe identi-
fied & band taken from tho body ag the same. She saw
Hammond undo the parcsi of clothea which came from
Tondon, and that it contained ot

' A BABY'S WHITE LINEN GOWR,
a little shirt, end twe or three smeli things, On the
day that the witness left ike Union-house she saw the |.
priconer * stending o Wickham Market Hilt, She
was in compsuy with o woman named Sargood,
who- had -heen & nmurse et the Unién-house, but
had Ieft on the provions day—the day ¢n which Ham.
mond left. Witness ncked her where the baby was,
and she said abe had got rid of it.- She furiher satd
that she ook the baby to ber home, but her mother
refused to raceive it. On her way back shg cslled at
Ashe Bectory to see hor sister, who was s sérvant thers,
but conld not, and then called ab » woman’s next door
to Tunsta'l Post Office, snd left the baby theve, She |
explained that on the way back phe met Nurse Sargood ||
nt Ashe Station, nnd she jnvited her to conte to Wick-
bam Market, Nurse Savgood eaid it wad s good thing
that Eommond bad got vid of the baby. Witness hed
ton with thew at Mre, Larab's, and in the evaniog loft
ther together at the Cheguers . Inn, Wickham Mavket,
Going through the artiolea fonnd on the child’s body,
she identifed a small linen shirt as having been in the
purcel from London.—Mildred Lamb, who lives at &
cottage iu Wickham Market Street with. her grand.
mother, deposed that bstween eleven aud twelve on the
morning of the 11tk she maw the prisoner going down
tho atrest with the babe in herarms, About six o’clock
in the evening witness met ber again, and, although she
wea o strangor, they gob “inte: convevstion,  The
prisoher said she had nowhers to go, and witneta
induced her grandmother to let ber stay there matil
the Thuraday moroing.— Avnie Hammond, cook at
Cumpsea Ashe Rectory;, stated. the prisoner called on
her ebout half.past two o'clock on the afterncon_ of |-
September 11th, Asked what had become of the ohild,
the prisoner said the. s . . s 3h

_"BABY HAD DIED IN THE UNION.

The prisoner. {urther told her ghe wanted to walk to |
Moelton and {ake the train fo London, 8he did not |-
explain why she wished to go from Moalton when Wick- |
hem Market wag nearer. She went to London, Com- |
ing back some three weeks ngo, she told the witness
thst she was married, and that her name was Tomple:'| .
man. ' She did no> ask for the' loan of any monsy.—
Charlotte Tamb, the grandmother of a previous witness,
gtated that she aaked Hammond whiit had beoome of the
baby she had with her in the morning, and she rapliad
“7T hova pub it sway.’”’ ' Witness asked, ** Where did
you put itP*  She said, *°I took it home, and mother
dare not hava it because of father, o I took it to a
triond of mine at Tunstall, s Mrs, Smith, the second or
third door from the Post Office.’”” Witness euguired
how she thonght she way going to get to London, and
pho auswered ko would bave te walk, Witness |,
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sho auswersd oha would bave to walk, Witnoss |.
deolared that shs coutd not walk, but the prigoner per--|-
gioted she would have to fry. It was ‘under these |
circumstances that the prisoner stayod at her homse
antil Thuraday morning, Than norae Sargood lent hex
5s., and the witness made up the rest of the fare from
Woodbridge to London, Sbe roturned Sargood’s money
in a fow days, but the balanca the witness bad given
her.—~Jumes Ferrow, gamekeeper for the Hon, W.
Lowther, paid that on Saturday last he _
FOUND & BLACK PARCEL

‘lying on & bark in Compsen Ashe Wood. It wae tied
with bwo pieces of rixing, and apiece of black tape. It
coutained the budy. of & child in a siate of decomposi-
tion.—Polica-constable Wilson, of Wickham Marke,
88id thed by & coincidence when he recsived information
about the body he was meking inquiries as to Meartha
Hemmond’s child, as the vagoination officer wanted it
for vaccination,—Snperintendent Hubbared paid thab
the wrapper of the child was a black cloth cape. The
ohild was clothed in a linen gown, a grey flannelette
bed, and had round the body & white linon band, &
fiannel band, & small underskirt, three napkins, and
white calico bedding. Dr J. C. Keer mnade an
examination of the body on the Sunday morning, The
same afsernoon the witness obtained a warrant for the
upprehonsion of the prisoner, and arrestad her ab half-
past eloven o’clook the same nighé at 203, Vauxhall
Road, Charged with the murder she replied, * But I
did not do zo.” She waa living in furnished apart-
ments nnder the rame of Mrs, Templeman,—Dr., J. C.
Keor said the body was in oun advavced skate of
decoraposition, The langs, which were much decom-
posed, had every sppeorance of heing gorged with
blood. ‘The left side of the heart was entiraly empty.
The right eida contained some black Auid. The other
otgans secemed to have besn healthy, This state of
things pointed to the sxolusion of air from the respira-
ory organs. He should not have expacted to find the
loft side of the heart empty if death hud resuited from
natural causes. - While in the house he saw fho baby
and conzidered it _

: A BTRONG AND HEALTHY CHILD.
A juryman enquired whether the skull was décompoged
or a portion of it missing? The doctor replied that &
portion of it was miselng altogether; buf the hones
present were nob broken. The Coroner's inquest was
adjourned unﬁl,Monglay,'tha.%ph ingh, . The witneases
examined ot thia Magisterial aitting woreSups, Hubbard,
Mr, George Mason, and Annie Hammond, sister cf the
prisoner. With rogard fo tho prieoner’s statement that
she hud mavried and that her name was Terapleman,
Mr, Phillips ssked whether sbn was wearing any
wodding ring. The rister replied she was. The
acoused had no gnestions to put, and she was remanded
to Ipewioh prison nntil the fiay of the adiom'nad
inquiry, which wonld give am opporiunity for her
attendance at the inqnoest if thought desirable,—After
roceiving the Coroner’s certificate the overseers of
Campson Ashe (Mesers, W. Blomfield aod J. Algar)
arvanged for and euperintended the interment of the
decessed ohild in Campsen Ashe. churchyard on
Wednesday morning, '
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